Symposium on Tigrinya Language, Literature and
Culture.
Santa Clara University

August 18-19, 2023

The session will be hybrid (both in person and on Zoom)

Call for Papers

We, the organizing committee, are pleased to announce the call for papers for the Tigrinya
Symposium on Language, Literature, and Culture that will take place on August 18-19, 2023 at
Santa Clara University, California. Tigrinya is a language spoken in the Horn of Africa, namely
in Eritrea and Tigray (Ethiopia). This symposium will link the Tigrinya language, literature, and
culture with the objective of creating a platform for academic exchange of the rich Tigrinya
linguistic features, wider literature, and the cultural nuance that underline characteristic features
of Tigrinya speakers in the Horn of Africa. Hence, this platform will provide a forum for
researchers, scientists, students, and other interested individuals in the public to discuss new
ideas, results of research works and work in progress, and more on aspects of Tigrinya language,
literature, and culture. Some of the topics or themes of interest include (but are not limited to) the
following:

Tigrinya: theoretical linguistics:
o phonetics and phonology,
o morphology, semantics, syntax,
o Language teaching and language acquisition, pragmatics, discourse analysis,
translation studies, socio-historical and comparative linguistics.
- Development of the Tigrinya language in contemporary technology
- Tigrinya and Al (Artificial Intelligence)
- Tigrinya in Social Media, Film & Drama
- Translation Studies
- Tigrinya language education; and Tigrinya language as a medium of
communication/culture
- Tigrinya language, aspects of gender and power
- Tigrinya Punctuation
- Dictionaries
- Assessment of Tigrinya literature as a delivery of culture
- Contemporary Tigrinya literature, Tigrinya literary works, and Prospects



Assessment of contemporary publications and distribution of publications in the Tigrinya
language

Technology and contemporary approaches to Tigrinya literature

Tigrinya Cultural particularities

Tigrinya language and culture in contemporary media

Writing in languages in a Pan-Africanist context

Indigenous languages and Indigenous knowledge systems; why should we care about
African languages?

Literature and national/African identities

Freedom, dissent, resistance, and justice in literature

Current Publication Practices, and Challenges of Publishing

Possibilities and Future Directions

Orthographic Standardization

Dialectology

Papers may be in Tigrinya or English. Proposals for presentation can be submitted via email
to:tigrinya.symposium@gmail.com or Click the Submit Event link in the left sidebar.

Deadline July 10, 2023
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