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Building Partnerships Across 
Campus to Promote Action

The Colloquium on Libraries & Service Learning

Presenter:  Dr. Kandi Stinson, Professor and Chair Sociology Department
Presenter:  Michelle Early, MLIS - Systems Librarian and Liaison to Sociology



CHOOSE A OR B

Xavier 
University

-
Who we 

are:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Located in Cincinnati Ohio – Inner city urbanCarnegie ClassificationMaster's Colleges & Universities: Larger Programs – Strong liberal arts tradition – but business, education, health sciences, nursing, ot6500 students 4500 undergrads/2000 grads



Xavier University Library

Physical Collection
Book titles: 205,646

Ebooks available: 392,278

Databases provided: 292

Staff
8 Full-Time Librarians/2 Part-Time

5 Full-Time Staff

Other
Librarians have areas of responsibility, teach BI, Liaison areas, reference

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fairly recent addition in the form of a learning commons – bridges the older library w/ newer student support services – TRIO, writing center, unified help/research desk, All librarian perform multiple duties – I am systems and liaison areas, etc..



Xavier Pillars

• We Learn Together

• We Serve Together

• We Achieve Together

• We Change the World Together

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Xavier faculty challenge students intellectually, provide experiential learning opportunities and take a genuine interest in their academic success. Students learn from each other inside and outside the classroom with support and guidance from peer and professional mentors.As members of a Jesuit university, we work together for the Greater Good. We hold each other responsible to treat all people with care and respect. Engaging in community service is a vital part of learning and fulfilling our mission to change the world together.Students have freedom to explore who they are and who they want to become. Success is measured by outstanding results: such as graduation rates, professional school placement rates, internship opportunities and Xavier’s alumni network worldwide.Xavier students are passionate. Students actively develop their ideals and thrive in a diverse and inclusive community. As our Student Commitment states: “We act with integrity, justice and generosity, and we will succeed in changing the world together.”



Library BI and High Impact Learning

• Librarians taught 245 sessions totaling 4,589 students (FY16/17)
• Incorporated the ACRL Framework for Info. Lit. for Higher Education 

(Association for College & Research Libraries, 2015)
• Library supports a variety of “high impact”/”service learning” courses

1. Involved in Xavier First Year Seminars
2. Community Oral History Projects
3. Xavier Community Garden
4. Veterans Affairs projects
5. Xavier Center for Innovation Projects
6. Student “capstone” research – Xavier Celebration of Student Research
7. Alternative Breaks – Learning Partners

• Ohio Campus Compact

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FRAMEWORK:  Authority Is Constructed and Contextual; Information Creation as a Process; Information Has Value; Research as Inquiry; Scholarship as Conversation; Searching as Strategic Exploration



History of Sociology 352/353: Investigating 
Social Life
• The Disaster of 2012

• Very poor literature reviews
• No understanding of the role of library research in the scientific research 

process

• Solution: An Embedded Librarian?



Overview of Courses
Year Research Partner/Project Role of the Library

2013-
2014

St. Vincent De Paul Food Pantry – survey of 
clients on food insecurity and food 
procurement strategies

Guiding students to subject specific resources 
pertaining to food insecurity and understanding of 
discipline specific, high level research that makes an 
impact.

2015-
2016

Cincinnati Freestore Foodbank – survey of 
older male clients on food insecurity, health 
and social support

Guiding students to subject specific resources 
pertaining to food insecurity and older adults, 
specifically males.  

2016-
2017

Xavier University Dean of Students Office and 
Student Government – survey of 
undergraduate students living off-campus or in 
on-campus apartments on food insecurity

Guiding students to subject specific resources 
pertaining to food insecurity and college students.



The Library’s Involvement

• Taking a real problem – and using research skills to navigate the best 
resources and inform yourself/educate yourself.  Then analyze and 
solve problems.

• Educating students on subject specific resources used in the discipline
• Educating students on the research process – finding, evaluating and 

responsible use of information
• Proper citation style (APA) and writing for a specific product and discipline.
• Knowledge creation in real-world situations to impact or make a change.  

Going beyond the hypothetical.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show Canvas courseAtomic Learning (Affordable Learning techniques), .gov sites, American Community SurveyLibGuide creationCanvasNo longer just the talking head in front of the class but we guide students during their research exploration and knowledge creation.



2016-2017 Course

Project Goals:
•Assess prevalence of food insecurity on campus
• Increase knowledge and awareness of the issue
• Implement effective policies



2016-2017 Course
Partner Role

Sociology Class Members Design, administer, analyze, and report on the survey

The Library Overseeing library research, identification of research questions, and writing 
literature review; identification of data resources; collaborative library guide

Dean of Students Office Identify needs for survey design; liaison to Student Government; practical 
support; implement strategies based on results

Student Government Marketing; monetary support for incentives

Provost’s Office Official permission; liaison to University administration and Board of Trustees

Institutional Research Technical assistance with entering survey into Qualtrics; distributing by email; 
constructing SPSS dataset 



2016-2017 Course

The Survey:
• Online survey via email to 2,867 students
• Response rate goal of 15-20%
• Completed response rate:

30.8%
884 Completed Surveys





Challenges and Outcomes - Library

What worked:
• Engaging topic/specific
• Tutorials, worksheets, hands-on 

practice
• Statistical Resources/Gov. sites
• Partnerships
• Co-Teaching

What didn’t:
• Time pressures/Understanding
• Concept of Literature Review
• Assignments w/out 

grades/measures
• Not breaking assignments into 

smaller segments
• Purpose of activities-this is a 

process



Challenges and Outcomes - Students

What worked:
• Engaging topic
• Tutorials, worksheets, hands-on 

practice
• Marketing experience
• Survey launch party
• Mid-semester group self-

evaluations

What didn’t:
• Time pressures
• Insufficient communication 

between groups and with 
partners

• Coping with unpredictable 
challenges/changes

• Negotiating different 
perspectives of instructors



What’s Next

• Xavier University Mission Animators and Economic Justice

• OERs and the Library
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