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M I K E  C O U R T N E Y / E R I K A  J E N N S  

N A R R A T I V E  I D E N T I T Y  A S  
C R E A T I V E  A R T :  

 Exploring Homelessness and 
Citizenship Through an Academic 
Community Engagement Course



I N N O V A T I O N  &  R I S K  T A K I N G  



L i b r a r i a n s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  t o  
e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h i n k  
a b o u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  
s o m e t h i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  
c r e a t e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h i n  
a  g r e a t e r  s o c i e t a l  c o n t e x t  
a n d  w e  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
d e v o t e  m o r e  t i m e  a n d  
r e s o u r c e s  i n t o  s u p p o r t i n g  
l o c a l i z e d  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  
d i s c o v e r y  v i a  o u r  s p a c e s  a n d  
s e r v i c e s .  

S T U D E N T S



S h a r i n g  s t u d e n t s ’  j o u r n e y s  
a s  t h e y  e x p l o r e  l i b r a r y  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d  a r c h i v e s ,  
c u r a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  a r c h i v e  
w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  
r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  l i v e s  a n d  
t h e  a r t  w e  p r e s e r v e  i n  l i b r a r y  
c o l l e c t i o n s .

C O M M U N I T Y



W 3 5 0  
The Rhetoric of Home and Citizenship



P a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  
l i b r a r i a n s  a l l o w e d  
s t u d e n t s  t o  s c a f f o l d  
t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e i r  
o w n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  
n o t  j u s t  o n  t h e  
i n s t r u c t o r ’ s  f r a m e  o f  
k n o w l e d g e .

T I E R E D  
A P P R O A C H  



“ T h e r e ’ s  s o  m u c h  r i s k . ”  
   
S t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  
t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  f a i l .  

T h e  s t u d e n t  i s  
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e i r  
l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  

   

A S S E S S I N G  
O U R  

O U T C O M E S  



L I B R A R I A N - F A C U L T Y  
P A R T N E R S H I P S  



“ C o l l a b o r a t i o n s  g i v e  u s  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  r i c h  
m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  v i e w s  
a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . . .  
W e  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n  w a y  
o f  t h i n k i n g  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  p e r s o n  c a n  c o m e  
t o  i t  f r o m  a  t o t a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e  –  f r o m  a  
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  
s p a c e . ”  

   

W R A P P I N G  
T H I N G S  U P  

*“Humanities Collaborations and Research Practices,” by Harriett Green & Angela Courtney. Presented at DLF 
Forum, November 8, 2016 



“ L i k e  Y o u ,  I  H a v e  a  S t o r y  
W o r t h  S h a r i n g "  
D o c u m e n t a r y :  

h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e  
/ J 6 0 G M O 7 z Z O 8  

   

E X T E R N A L  
R E S O U R C E S  

https://youtu.be/J60GMO7zZO8


M I K E  C O U R T N E Y / E R I K A  J E N N S  

T H A N K  Y O U !

Light bulb image used under Creative Commons License: 
https://www.vexels.com/vectors/preview/138525/idea-light-bulb-school
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