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Before the beginning of written literature, the stories told by people known for their
wisdom and intellect in their villages were passed from generation to generation by word
of mouth.

However, as time went by and the tellers of Eritrean folklore passed away and the rest of
society became nonchalant, the meaning and pleasurable messages started to fade away
from the memory of society. If those stories had been written down, they would have
enriched and contributed immensely to the development of Eritrean language, culture,
and literature.

Considering that a lot has been said and narrated in different regions on different
occasions, my presentation of the astute sayings of Shum Fre-Hans by no means should
be regarded as complete and perfect. As wood can be curved and shaped by a carpenter,
my intention of presenting this thesis is to bring shape and clarity to some of the stories
that have deviated from the original sayings and to give the public a true written
document about the stories.

Who was Shum Fre-Hans?

Shum Fre-Hans was born the son of a farmer Ayte Tesfu, in a small village known as Adi
Quita, Sub district Mets-he, Distric of AkeleGuzai. There is no record to show when
Shum Fre-Hans was born, but it is believed that he was born in the 1800s (about 200
years ago) and died when he was between 70 to 80 years old.

Legend has it that he did not have any official title during his life, but he was hailed by
the people as advisor of the law, judge, and general consultant of the public. He was a
tradition for his quick and biting wit.

His core ability was to convince people using sarcasm to bring peace between people,
and to give valuable advice to those who asked him on the streets. He was kind and
benevolent, but at times he was merciless and did not hesitate to tell the truth.

In my opinion, if all his works were properly documented, he could be easily compared
with the Aesop and other Greek wise men we learned about at school and the famous
Ethiopian folklorist Aba Gebre-Hana.



| have collected 15 of his witty sayings, which | will tell in my presentation.
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